Every Millsaps
diploma tells a story.

Justice James E. Graves Jr., B.A. 1975
Sociology Major
Judge, U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals

Lane Williamson Staines, B.B.A. 2005
Business Administration/English Major
Attorney, Brunini Grantham Grower & Hewes

Real world experience.
Real world success.
For Millsaps graduates, real world success is the rule—not the
exception. They are leaders because they are thinkers, fueled by
passion and propelled by wisdom.
Our national caliber faculty gives students the personal attention
and freedom to define their own paths. The Millsaps approach
to education embraces the whole student: academically, socially,
civically, and philosophically. That is one of the reasons
Millsaps graduates are accepted to medical, law, business, and
graduate schools at a rate well above the national average—or
immediately begin meaningful careers. Upon graduation, Millsaps
students are equipped with the experience and insight to open any
door, and the perspective to build one if need be.
The alumni featured here typify the unique and genuine passion
that all Millsaps students seem to share. They are real people
making real differences in the world.
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A Millsaps education is an
investment in your future.
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Daisy Richardson, B.S. 2003
Merck
Daisy Richardson arrived at Millsaps College intending to go on to medical school so she could impact
people’s lives. But, as so many students find, Millsaps has a way of opening—and changing—minds,
leading to new ways of seeing themselves, their
world, and their futures.
For Richardson, the catalyst of change was Dr. Timothy J. Ward, associate dean of sciences. “Dr. Ward opened
my eyes to the fact that there are many other pathways for
women in science,” said Richardson, director of analytical development of biologics at Merck in Kenilworth, N.J.
“He was a great mentor who showed me the many other
ways I could impact people’s lives.”
For the 10,000 Americans who develop metastatic
melanoma annually, that impact has been felt immeasurably. Richardson’s work in bioprocessing at Merck helped
lead to FDA approval of the drug Keytruda, which has
been called by Forbes a “triumph” for the pharmaceutical
giant.
Richardson, who started at Merck in 2008 as an
entry-level scientist, has been devoted to the development
of Keytruda and a host of monoclonal antibody therapies
that stimulate the body’s immune system, strengthening
its arsenal against disease.
Now working as the director of a group of 17 scientists, Richardson credits Millsaps with teaching her how
to approach the complex dynamics of leading a team.
“One thing about Millsaps is that it encourages listening
and engagement,” she said. “We were encouraged to be
open to the opinions of other students, which gives you
perspectives from other fields of study.”
Richardson said her job at Merck was “behind the
scenes,” designing tests to ensure that the quality of the
drugs it produces is consistent and safe. “We’re producing
these complex drugs, so there has to be quality control
from lot to lot and consistency so patients don’t have to
worry about that.”
It was Ward who led Richardson to pursue a Ph.D.
in analytical chemistry at the University of Cincinnati,
where she focused on mass spectrometry. “He had a colleague there and endorsed the research U.C. was doing,”
she said. “I didn’t want to leave Mississippi, but Dr. Ward
convinced me that Cincinnati was a good place. My parents are from that area, as well.”
Said Ward: “Her ability to work as part of a team and
the values she developed and honed at Millsaps not only
made her an excellent undergraduate researcher, but also
equipped her to contribute to society in meaningful and
tangible ways.
“She is another Millsaps grad making a significant
difference in our world.”
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Jim Carr, B.B.A. 1988
President and CEO, National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
Jim Carr, president and chief executive officer of the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics, uses his Millsaps education every day.
“Millsaps taught me to think and really solidified for me the idea that I should explore those
things about which I am passionate,” he said. “I like to say that people at Millsaps are comfortable in their own skin so the pressure to fit in or be something others want you to be is relatively
low. This environment encourages people, or at least it encouraged me, to think more about who
they want to be instead of what they want to do.”
Carr was attracted to Millsaps because his brother was a student, and he wanted to play
basketball. “Ultimately, the people I met through my brother and on the basketball team and the
academic reputation of Millsaps won the day,” he said.
Carr went on to earn a master’s degree in sports education from the University of Massachusetts and a law degree from Duke University.
Carr coached women’s basketball at the University of Massachusetts, worked in fundraising and licensing at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas Athletic Department, and practiced
corporate law before arriving at the NAIA. At the NAIA he served as chief operating officer and
general counsel for eight years before being named president and chief executive officer in 2006.

5

Dr. Bobby Robbins, B.S. 1979

President and CEO of Texas Medical Center in Houston; Millsaps College Trustee
The many perspectives from which Millsaps College encouraged him to view the world helped shape the scope of
the life work of Dr. Bobby Robbins.
“Not only was my time at Millsaps focused on its rigorous pre-med curriculum, but completing the broad, true liberal arts
program prepared me for a large world view and helped me in my interactions with people, to be a critical thinker, and to
consider different viewpoints,” said Robbins, who is president and chief executive officer of the largest medical center in the
world, the Texas Medical Center in Houston.
At the helm of Texas Medical Center, he oversees more than 50 medical institutions, including 15 hospitals, three medical schools, four nursing schools, and schools of dentistry, public health, pharmacology, and other health-related fields.
A renowned cardiothoracic surgeon, Robbins is sought out by colleagues at medical centers around the world for advice
on treating complex cardiac diseases.
You can’t rise much higher in the ranks of medicine, and Robbins credits Millsaps with instilling in him the discipline
to survive medical school and embark on his astonishing career. “Millsaps’ level of an all doctoral-faculty, the rigors of its
curriculum, the small classes, and the challenging, comprehensive atmosphere of the College prepared me well for the work
we did in medical school,” said Robbins, whose resume includes two years as a clinical associate at the National Institutes of
Health and six months as postdoctoral fellow in cardiothoracic transplantation at Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center in
New York.
After receiving an M.D. from the University of Mississippi Medical Center, Robbins completed his general surgery internship and residency there, going on to a cardiothoracic surgery residency at Stanford University, where he was chief resident.
He completed postdoctoral fellowships in pediatric congenital heart surgery at Emory University in Atlanta and Royal Children’s Hospital in Melbourne, Australia.
Before being named to his current position at Texas Medical, Robbins directed Stanford University’s heart-lung and lung
transplantation programs as well as its cardiothoracic transplantation laboratory.
He is also a member of the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas’ Houston Branch board of directors. Robbins provides input
on regional economic conditions as part of the Federal Reserve’s monetary policy functions.
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Sarah Hartzog, B.B.A. 2011
Internal Auditor, Halliburton
When a Millsaps College business professor arranged
an internship with a sewing factory in Merida, Mexico,
the Spanish Department at Millsaps recommended
Sarah Hartzog.
The experience started a chain reaction. She declared
a double major in accounting and Spanish, spent another
summer internship in Merida, and won a Fulbright-Garcia
Robles Binational Business Scholarship to spend 2011-2012
working and studying in Mexico City.
Ready to begin her career, Hartzog weighed a number of
offers before opting to continue her interest in manufacturing with a startup division of Halliburton.
“I’m almost always the youngest person in the room,
but I’m holding my own. Millsaps gave me a strong enough
foundation in business and the liberal arts to take each day
as it comes and solve whatever problems come my way,”
said Hartzog, who at the time was a production planner.
She now works as an internal auditor at Halliburton,
using her skills and knowledge to make connections and
evaluate risk.
Hartzog describes herself as a self-starter. “Regardless
of the industry, I push for results, influencing the employees
around me to strive for the level of excellence that I expect
for myself.”

Shelley Ritter, B.A. 1988
Director, Delta Blues Museum

Shelley Ritter celebrates the musical heritage of the blues
each day as she directs the Delta Blues Museum in Clarksdale.
It is the oldest music museum in Mississippi.
Thanks to her leadership, the museum has won national recognition. In 2013, it was awarded the National Medal for Museum
and Library Services during a ceremony at the White House.
For the Delta Blues Museum, the award of the medal emphasizes the role the museum plays in not only its local community but
the global music community as a whole. The museum is located in
the Mississippi Delta—“the land where the blues began”—90 miles
south of Memphis.
In 2014, the museum’s after-school program received the
National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award, the nation’s highest honor for such programs. The award recognizes the
country’s best creative youth development programs for using
engagement in the arts and the humanities to increase academic
achievement, graduation rates, and college enrollment.
Ritter majored in English at Millsaps with little thought to
becoming a museum director. She pursued a master’s degree in
southern studies at the University of Mississippi.
“The interdisciplinary education I received at Millsaps works
well with the storytelling we do at the museum in our exhibits,” she
said.
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Ivenue Love-Stanley,
B.S. 1973
Architect

Ivenue Love-Stanley earned a bachelor’s degree in
mathematics at Millsaps College, an experience that she
considers critical to her success.
“I honestly don’t think I would have found my way into
architecture if it were not my Millsaps experience,” she said.
“The totally segregated but nurturing environment in which
I was raised and educated was a far cry from Millsaps. At
Millsaps, I was forced to mature quickly in an environment
that encouraged critical thinking. It also afforded me an opportunity to understand ‘southern gentility’—a coping skill
that has been an invaluable GPS system for navigating the
channels of the male-dominated profession of architecture.”
Love-Stanley became the first African-American woman
to graduate from the College of Architecture at Georgia Tech
in 1977. She later became the first African-American woman
to become a licensed architect in the Southeast. In 1978, she
co-founded Atlanta-based Stanley, Love-Stanley with her
husband, William Stanley.
As an advocate for minority inclusion in the architectural
profession, she helped forge connections between the American Institute of Architects and the National Organization
of Minority Architects. Her support for minority students
pursuing architectural degrees continues through her annual
sponsorship of the National Organization of Minority Architects/American Institute of Architecture Students student
mentoring programs.
As a member of Atlanta’s zoning review board, she
championed the causes of inner-city redevelopment and
urban-neighborhood revitalization. Love-Stanley also has
contributed her services pro bono to projects in need of a
design champion. She was involved in the design and development of the Sweet Auburn Avenue project, which was part
of the revitalization of the Martin Luther King Jr. National
Historic District in Atlanta. She provided design services
for Youth Art Connection, a gallery devoted to art created by
children. She also designed and oversaw the installation of
the “Celebrate Africa” exhibits and a performance during the
1996 Olympics.
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Sital Sanjanwala Sigh, B.B.A. 2010,
M.B.A. 2011
Principal, Chism Strategies
Sital Sanjanwala Sigh’s years at Millsaps College laid the foundation for her
career as a consultant to political campaigns and ballot initiatives nationwide.
“My work with the Purple & White, the student newspaper, taught me how to correspond with colleagues professionally, how to own and manage important work, and
work with a team of personalities,” she said. “I have been able to grow in my position
thanks to what I learned about vocation from my Faith & Work minor and the Faith
& Work Initiative. I am able to actively step back and recognize that I am passionate
about what I do and who we fight for, like fighting for increasing the minimum wage,
fighting for reproductive rights, for human rights, and for conservation protection.”
Sigh said she was attracted to Millsaps because she knew its students were involved in the community, interesting, and known for enrolling in intriguing courses
outside their majors. “It seemed like a great place to not be stuck to one field but be
able to take classes that interest you as well as further your major,” she said.
She credits one of her professors with introducing her to Brad Chism, who graduated from Millsaps College in 1982, studied at Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar,
and is founder and president of Chism Strategies.
“My economics degree, and Millsaps’ focus on analysis, made me stronger at
understanding a campaign’s polling and creating strategic campaign plans for national organizations, and helped me become great at writing and analyzing our own
recorded surveys,” she said.
Her accomplishments in the field have already won recognition. She was named a
Rising Star in American Political Consulting by Campaigns & Elections Magazine.
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Theon Johnson III, B.A. 2006
Associate Pastor, Glide Memorial United Methodist Church

Theon Johnson III deliberately set out as a student at Millsaps College to find common ground with every element of the
College’s rich mosaic of students. He befriended those from every cultural, racial, and social demographic, every fraternity and sorority, every academic club or cafeteria klatch, from football players to the Singers, from popular students in
the spotlight to those waiting in the wings.
“I moved in every circle because I valued diversity and wanted relationships with many different kinds of people,” said Johnson,
the first African-American student government president at the College and a member of the Millsaps Hall of Fame. “I walked with
and worked alongside people who reflected all parts of campus life. I sat at different tables in the Caf ’ and befriended people in all
departments—not only faculty and staff, but also dining and maintenance workers, most of whom I knew by name.”
When he arrived at Millsaps, Johnson planned to pursue the sciences, but theology and government ultimately proved more
compelling. “As I took classes in religious studies and politics I found I had love for religion and diversity of thought,” Johnson said.
“And I had a sensitivity to walking alongside those seen as outsiders.”
A Millsaps professor wove together academia and theology in a way that Johnson would not forget and invited him to look more
closely at the ministry.
Johnson eventually found his way to Glide Memorial United Methodist Church, where he is associate pastor. Glide is a nationally prominent, progressive church on the border of San Francisco’s Union Square and Tenderloin districts—an intersection where
the city’s moneyed and impoverished populations overlap in stark relief.
Since the 1960s Glide has been championing social causes and is, according to its literature, devoted to creating “a just and loving community mobilized to alleviate suffering and break the cycles of poverty and marginalization.”
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Noble Black, B.S. 1998
Real Estate Broker with D oulas Elliman Real Estate
Noble Black majored in economics at Millsaps, then took the theory of supply and demand out of the classroom and
put it in the headlines when, in 2012, he sold a penthouse duplex on Fifth Avenue in New York City for a staggering
$54 million to recording industry giant David Geffen.
He is today one of Manhattan’s premier real estate brokers, with more than half a billion in sales to his name. Black is
quoted regularly in media outlets such as The New York Times or The Wall Street Journal, and has made numerous guest appearances for CBS, NBC, and Fox.
At Millsaps, Black served as student body president and earned membership in Phi Beta Kappa.
He earned a law degree from the University of Virginia and studied at both the London School of Economics and Georgetown University, and then worked as an attorney with a prestigious securities firm. He then turned to real estate, working with
The Corcoran Group prior to his move to Douglas Elliman in 2015.
Black’s advice to Millsaps students who would follow his example?
“In business you have to work incredibly hard and not take anything for granted,” he said. “The economic environment is
even more competitive now than when I was in school. You have to make yourself stand out. Work hard to be at the top of your
class, the top of your field.”
In New York, he said, “everything is political and multinational. You can’t just get by. You really have to show you’re an
expert in your field.”
Active in the community, Noble is a member of the Milken Institute Young Leaders Circle and has served on the board of
the Hetrick Martin Institute. He is also a supporter of both The High Line and The Central Park Conservancy.
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“I can’t think of any place that would have
prepared me any better for my future.”
–Justice James E. Graves Jr., 1975

Office of Admissions
1701 North State Street
Jackson, MS 39210-0001
(800) 352-1050
admissions@millsaps.edu
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